[ CONFIDENTIAL. 


' SELECTIONS 


ROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS. 


OCTOBER 28—NOVEMBER 3, 1875. 


POLITICAL (GENERAL). 


Tar Jalwa-i-Tir of the 26th October, 1875, premising 
that the European powers are inclined to bully Turkey and to 
interfere with it in religious matters, goes on to say that the 
Turkish army is in first-rate condition, armed with breech- 
loaders, and numbers 800,000 fighting men ready to take the 
field, “ As the other European powers are not fully aware 
of the strength of the Turkish army, they boast and pretend 
that they will do all sorts of things in the Turkish territory, 

- but when the time comes their mistake will be found out when 


it will be too late. 

The Debdaba-i-Sikandri of the 18th Qctober announces 
that England has given notice to all the other European 
powers that should any power interfere in the Herzegonib and 
Turkish affairs it will not be to its advantage. The editor 
recommends “ any king” who intends to do so to be careful and 
gonsider well before moving in the matter. : 


- fhe Tohfa-i-Kdshmir of the 23rd October writes that, 
although the Pioneer says the Turkish soldiers are not so good 


( 546 ) 


as the Europeans, they are ready to do what their forefathers 
have done before them—i. ¢, to fight well with the Christians, 
They are also able to use arms as well as the Huropeans, 
do not fear death, and never return without carrying every- 
thing before them. 


CXKXBUL AND CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Akhbar-i- Anjuman~i-Panjdb of the 16th October says 
that the Amir of Cébul has given a firm reply to the Russian 
Envoy that he will not permit the Russians to pass through 
his territory to Hindustén by way of Sikarpur, nor will he 
give Khroom (sic) to Sirdér Abdul Rahman Khan or even 
Meimena, and that they are at liberty to commence hostilities 
if they (the Russians) like. | 


The Roz-1-Ndma Panjab of the 19th October writes that 
“ the Amir of Jabhul Aswad” in Central Asia has sent his 
two sons to St, Petersburgh to be educated. 


-- The Syud-ul-Akhbdér of the 20th October writes that there 
is a long article in the Pioneer about the doings of the Russians 
in Central Asia, and that they are fast advancing towards Hin- 
dustan after subduing the hill tribes on their way. 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th October says that Colonel 
Baker after his release will join the Russians. “He intends 
becoming a great enemy of the British Government.” 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th October says that it is 
rumoured that the British Government is about sending an 
army towards Khilat, and that for this purpos6 every prepara- 
tion is being made; it is rumoured that the Cantonment of 
Jacobabad will be abandoned and the troops removed farther up 
towards Central Asia. The editor concludes by saying that 
these rumours might be true, but that he does not think that the 


British Government have either the pluck or the power to do. 
anything of the kind, _ ese 3 
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. The Waktl-t-Hindustdn of the 23rd October writes that the 
Amir. of Cabul is very busy enlisting men for his army, and 
that he is justified in doing so, but at the same time he should 
not appear to be so much in dread. 


The N af-ul-Azim of the 5th October writes that Govern- 
ment should give some consideration to the occupation of 
Merv by the Russians. When the Russians invaded Khiva, 
it was rumoured that after capturing that place they intended 
invading Hindustan, and it appears that such will really be 
the case. 


The Shola-i- Ter of the 26th October writes that the Amfr 
of Cabul has given a distinct refusal to the Russian Envoy to 
allow a Russian army to pass through his territory by Sikar- 
pur to invade Hindustan. 


The Nér-i-Afshdén of the 28th October writes that the 
Russians are giving out that the Amir of Kashgar intends to 
declare a religious war against them, and that consequently — 
an envoy from Kashgar has gone to St. Petersburgh to 
assure the Emperor that the rumour is false. : 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 27th October writes that he 
learns from the London Times that the Russian army 1s 
about to proceed towards the Attrek Pass, and that they will do 
so whether the Shah of Persia consents or not. The Russians — 
do not seem to care or make any excuse for what they do or 
what they are about todo. The Times writes that when Rus- 
- Silans advance towards Hirat it will be necessary to despatch 

more European troops to Hindustin. The editor thinks the 
Times ought not to say this, but that it should be glad that-we 
are about to have a strong and powerful neighbour. | 
"POLITICAL (NATIVE STATES) 


The Ndf-ul-Azim of the 28th September eulogizes the 
late Rajah of Jhalrapatan, and regrets to say that his adopted 
son having been put on the Gaddi by the servants and relatives 
of the Rajah has displeased and given umbrage to the Politicak 
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Agent. . The editor ddrititines,—‘‘ The object of all Europeans 
who. are in thé Native States as Political Agents is to ruin the 
states and create dissension, so that they may have some pretext 
for annexing the same to British India and governing it 
themselves.”’ ; 


The Matla-i-Nér of the 19th Qectober writes that the 
Political Agent has taken charge of the Jhalrapitan State and 
has put his seals on the public and charitable buildings of the 
- raj, anid that nothing ean be done without his ordérs. (The 
editor repeats the statement of other papers to the effect that 
“ the Resident’s wife” has accepted jewels of great. value.) | 


The Gwalior Gazette of the 17th October writes that Sohait 
‘Singh, a jagirdar at Nagore, is in rebellion and giving Govern- 
ment a great deal of trouble, and that a force consisting of 100 
cavalry and 100 infantry, with four guns commanded by 
Europeans, has been sent after him to bring him to his 
senses. 


The Téj-ul-Akhbér of the 21st October concurs with the 
Koh-i-Nur in condemning the conduct of the Madras Times 
in trying to instigate the Government of India to annex Kash- 
mir. 


The Mdrwdr Gazette of the 18th October writes that forsome 
time an ill-feeling existed between the Mahérajah of Gwalior 
and the Réné of Dholpur; but that now happily this is at an 


end, and that all the inhabitants are pleased with the manage- 
ment of the Resident. 


‘The Muir Gazette of the 28th October is stirprised to find 
that the consort of the Begam of Bhopal should have given 
his permission for his wife to appear in durbar in public with - 
her face uncovered, and says that it is even more sur- 
prising that the et + Si should compel a married 
lady of a different caste to himself to appear in public with. 
her face uncovered. The editor continues," All the .news-, 
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papers condenm: the conduct of the Bépatn who is # follower 
of ism ; the Begam has bo far lowered ‘herself that her con 
duet: will not be appreciated by even the Prince of Wales,” 


PRINCE OF WALES’ VisIT. 


» The Oudh Akhbdr of the 20th October congratulates the 
Maharan& of Udaipur—“ a Réjpat of a very high ancient 
caste’’—on going to Bombay to meet the Prince of Wales. 


- The Akhbér-i-A’lam of the 21st October says that notwith- 
standing orders issued by the Viceroy and Governor-General 
on the subject of presents to the Prince of Wales, rdjahs and 
chiefs are making preparations to present the Prince with very 
valuable articles in the shape of jewelry and precious stones, 
and asks why does not the Government of India prevent these 
princes and rajahs? ‘The editor continues—“ Is the Prince of 
Wales to accept these presents for nothing ; and does he think 
he will repay the price of these valuable articles with schools 
boy presents such as books and pen-holders ?” 


The Sudarshan Samachar of the 25th October, writing 
of the visit of the Prince of Wales, says that India is for 
tunate to be visited by the heir of the English throne, one 
who is able to efface all her troubles and miseries. He is like 
the owner of a tree about to be cut who prevents its destruc- 
tion. ‘In olden times the inhabitants of India were happy and 
content, tich, free from sickness, and well educated, and were 
loved by their rijés 4s their children, but at present they are 
paupers, fools, idiots, and never care to learn Sanskrit, Lord 
Northbrook‘has‘done 2 great deal to educate the people of 
Hindustan, and the Prince of Wales, who is coming out, will do 
mote than he has:done. “‘ He is coming to see the troubles of the 
rjas and princes with his own eyes; he 1s coming to prevent 
the slaughter of cows, &c., and to punish the butchers ; he " 
coming to put an end to all the troubles and miseries of. the 


Wershippers and sages.” 


( 550 ) 


_ The Benares Akhbdr of the 28th October says that very 
soon the feet of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will 
purify this country, and that these are days of good omen tg 
the Hindustanis. The Hindus suffered great hardships during 
the Muhammadan reign; but that as he is a just king, they (the 
Hindis) will enjoy all the blessings of this world in peace and 
tranquillity, and that it is incumbent on them to guard and 
protect him, and after entertaining him well to start him back 
to his country. There are plenty of people in this country who 
view the British Government with an evil eye, and are always — 
wishing them evil, and have had the lives of Mr. Justice 
Norman and Lord Mayo taken for nothing, and that up to 
date the reason why they were murdered has not heen found 
out. Therefore every one should be on the alert, and the Rail- 
way Company should have an engine and a carriage just 
before the train in which the Prince of Wales travels to see if 
the line is all right from station to station, and cnly when this 
has been done, the royal train should start and travel slowly 
to enable the driver to stop in a moment; the police should be 
told off to guard and protect the line, and the Prince should 
not enter any garden in company with any but well known 
and trustworthy natives, and no one should be allowed to 


approach his tent, and his camp should be guarded by Gurkha 
regiments. 


The Sadddarsha of the 1st November writes that in this 
month the son of Her Majesty Queen Victoria will land in 
India and bless the people of this country by his presence. 


These are glad tidings, as he is coming to wipe off the evil deeds 
ef the Muhammadan kings of India. 


ADMINISTRATIVE (GENERAL). 

The Athbdr-i- Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 15th October, pre- 
mising that the object of punishing a criminal is to deter 
him from committing the same offence again after his release, 
says that both these objects have totally failed, the labour in 


the jail not being laborious enough, and the present punishment 
merely this,—that for a while the prisoners are prevented 
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from associating with their friends. Up to date not ‘a single 
prisoner has been reformed, or left oft his career of crimé. 
The rules and regulations of prisons require immediate reform, 


and ex-prisoners should always be provided with some work or 
employment. 


The Akhbdr-i- Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 15th October 
recommends that Government should establish poorhouses in 
every district, where the blind, lame, and leper could be 
provided with food and shelter. If this were done, so many 
poor would not be seen going about as at present. 


The Guide of India of the 28rd October writes that the 
management of the affairs of the Courts of Wards in the 
Panj&b is in a most deplorable state through the mismanage- 
‘ment of the Deputy Commissioners, the duties connected with 
this department being considered by them as of no consider- 
ation at all. The district officers, after taking charge of the 

estates, make it over to some relative as soon as possible, and 
those relatives rob andl mismanage affairs as much as they can, 
and utterly disregard all rules and regulations issued by the 
Government. The editor recommends all minors under the 
charge of the Oourt of Wards in future to be sent to England 
to be educated there. The minors’ associates should also be 
persons of good moral character. 


‘The Guide of India of the 28rd October regrets that the 
powers held by Naib Tahsildars in the Panjab have not up to 
date been cancelled as they should have been when the new 


arran gements were made. 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th October recommends the 
repeal of Acts X. of 1872 and XVIII. of 1873. 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th October writing of Small 
Cause Courts points out that while being very injurious to 
masters they are very popular with rascally servants, for as soon 
as a servant is dismissed he at once runs to the Small Cause 
Court and sues his late master, not only for what is really 
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“dildo fim! ‘but w ‘lt ada to ‘it. ‘Ifthe master does not wish 
‘appear i in Court for a small amount, the Qourt without any 


“enquiry whatever decrees the amount ez parte. The Court never 
“troubles itself to find out if the claim‘ is true or a false one. 


“Owing oto this domestic servants have become great badmashes. 


“The Agra. Akhbér of the 20th Qowoher. writes that military 
: ‘ieee are appointed to the Political Department and thus 
: taken. away from:their regiments, and that in time of need 
the. supply of officers is found to be deficient. 


~The Urddé Akhbdr of Akola of the 23rd “October writés 
that the behaviour of the English in this country is net now 
the sameas formerly. Atone time they used to openly fight and 
take ones country, but now they do so by false accusations and 
“are ‘adding daty:upon duty, and still they say they are just 
and not partial towards each other. All high appointments are 
reserved for their. own caste, and petty ones only are bestowed 
‘on others: no matter whether the natives are moro eduea- 
‘40d and competent. The reason why these lines have been 
“written is beca use the Europeans are raising a ¢ry and mak- 
. Wing's: noise on!adéount of a Native being appointed as Diree- 
“4or‘of Publi¢- Instruction for the Berars, and are trying to haye 
“the ‘same-cancelled and a civilian appointed instead. By such 


conduct natives feel di ssatisfied, and this will sever their feeling 
“of attachment towards the British.Government. 


_ The Aligarh, Tnatitute Gazette of the 22nd October takes to 
a those of its contemporaries who advocate a difference of 
. punishment for respectable and lower elass criminals in favour 


of, the former, and gays that if they | had advised a change 


involving greater severity towards the respectable, : it might have 
 oneurred with its, contemporaries, 


The Athbér-i-Anj mane Pasyjtb of fet eed Cuihes has 
Sn article to the same effect. 


- The Oudh Akhbar of the 29th Octobor iti that i in every 
country, and in every government and ‘department interest and 
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inflaetiee prédomtinates, and that if stolt wails’ not’ the “oxse it 
would be very difficult to curry on the work of the world. 
Native officials complain that justide in the matter of prome- 
tion is not done to them as itis done’ in’ the case: 6f Europdaus; 

but: the: editior reminds nutives that they should: consider whe 
they are, and what interest and influctics: they’ have; atid’ whut 
their abilities ave that they should’ aspire to:high apps ititifients, 

&. They should remember that dllentory. and siapistiates’ of 
India: dye the sorié and ‘relatives of high offitiala, statesmen, ad 
ministers of the: Qtiven.: Doss any’ native: possess qual infu. 

enes to thei ? God hag not: appointed: higher appointments 

for the: fiatives than deputy collecterships: extta assistant 
evmMmissionérships, aid subjudgeships; aud if stich was not 
the: casey and if ability was‘ taken into consideration, stirély up 
to wow -thefé would! lave been several nutive ligutenatit- 
governors and commander-in-chiefs. 


BELIGIONS AND EDUCATIONAD 


“thes Rifah-i- Aim of the 16th October writes that at present 
4 sériows enmity exists amongst the followers of. Islim at 
Benares, and that they called each other Wahabis and Bidatis 
(heretics and’ blasphemers), and tell each other they will be 
damned. The Bidatis are those who blaspheme, and the 
Waliabis are those who follow the’ example and precept of 
Muhammad. iditor wishes to know from whence the people 
have found out that the term ‘ Wahabi ” applies to rebels and 
disturbers of the peace, The Panjabi Akhbdr wishes to mislead 
the authorities as to the meaning of the word, and wishes them 
to be treated in the same way as the Wahabis of Patna. “ It is 
‘Surprising t that any follower of Islam should write in such a 
style, All dis has been ‘dotie through énniity, as several 
‘Muhammadans suspected of being Wahabis havé been't ain} justly 


removed from their app ointments.” 


"The Rot Nénw Paned of the 2th Outobor writes’, that 
the reauon: why Hindé- widows uscd: to besonis sattiy: was’ that 
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considered it better td put’ an end to their lives: thaw: to 

live in misery for a long series of years, but as -they::cannot : 
now do this; the result, is that young: widows either: commit 
suicide or lead an. immoral life, .Government .by preventing 
ov. from beooming sattis, is. therefore the canse of thon-_ 
sands of sattis, by.s suicides thus thousands of lives are lost by 
self-murder, and numerous abortions are procured by. widows. 
To allow them to become sattis would be far better. Tho 
editor: regrets to find that this examsple is being followed 
bythe’ Muahatnmadans, -by compelling the female members 
of their families instead of allowing them to remain widows 
to. re-marry a second time, and “it is a pity the country is 
not under a Mubammadan ruler or government, which would 
listen to the complaints of its subjects and order éverything 


to. be. done. according to the precepts of the Kurin and 
Muhammad.’ . 


~The Mufia-i-Am of the 15th October writes that Mr. Thoma- 
800, the former Lieutenant-Governor of these Provinces, did 
more for the country than any of his predecessors or successors. 
Sir’ William Muir also did some good service; but the 
editor regrets to find that Sir John Strachey is. finding fault 
with many of ‘the educational establishments and considers 
them useless, and, has stopped, at one stroke of his pen, the 
Urda newspapers which used to be supplied to schools at 
Government expense, and which were found to be very useful 
to the students. At present only two or three schools are 


allowed some of these papers; but it is feared that by the end 
of the year. these also will be discontinued. 


“the Guide e India of the 23rd October Sipiataa that the | 
Missionaries at Ho shiarpur have assumed such authority that 
they “are “becoming arrogant. The editor calls upon the 
Honourable Sir H. Davis, the Lieutenant-Governor of the. 
Panjab, to interfere axid order inquiries so that his. Hindu and 
Muhammadan subjects may be left in peace, and the Christians : 


be ‘made to ruin their own affairs A rst: a 
thet OF: others. Eom a ae be eos W433 48 we Seek ce ogi mt ' ; ay 


LOCAL AND. MISCELLANEOUS”! POR 
~The 0 LbjulaARhde of the ‘14th :Octhbet urgas ithe 
to pay tore ‘attention to -agriculture ; to- employ Bntopean 


engineers. ; introduce-useful trees and: plants 3 rau tojplant freeg 
along the sides of the:roads, 


| The Nafé-ul-Aztm of the 21st October writen-nt Sorgen. 
niente are cae wheat to SER, fo thats sper, 
country.” AO ee a. pi: setifis’ qiged? Ar 


. The Khair Khothi- Siow of the 20th October hase an: artic: 
: de bringin g very grave charges against -“Tnspe jtor Ji agan: 
Singh ofthe Police at~ Tehri” personally, the editor | bord 
among’ other -things that he instigates -all “the thefts ss 
committed. 


_ |The Agra Akhbér-of the: 20th atobgrssays t that it ios heard 
that the-ruler of Lhassa has stationed a large. army gn the: fron- 
‘tiers-of ‘Darjeeling ‘to-prevent the: ‘Lieutenant-Governor enter-— 

ing his territory. ‘As the people of Lhassa; have. a aa 

dislike for the English this has been done. . ee 


.. , The. Koh-i-Neér of the 23rd Octoher write: -bechidy 
! hota been: sent to-other. places: -hy:Government, ene: should be 
sent to Dehra Nanuk (Panjab), and calls: the a Avention:-0 ¥ re 
authotities to; the: stagnant water collecte : 
which is the cause of all the sickness. 


RAILWAYS. 


oe. Cee: see. Keo Tee 


‘until the Government. of India interferes with the palvey, 
natives ‘will not be able to to travel with co fort: and security. 


“"Bhe “Rohilkhand Akhbér of the. 20th Ootober. again draws | 


att tt ntion :to°:the’ grievances .of native travellers by rail. 
Tickets, it says, ehould be: issued, and natives -allowed to take ; 


| Hheir sents earlier, and-betier eatables. should; be provided. 
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